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550 Reviews of Books m.v.h.k. 

The great revival in the west, 1797-1805. By Catharine C. Cleveland. 
(Chicago: University of Chicago press, 1916. 215 p. $1.00 net) 

It has been usual until quite recently for doctoral dissertations dealing 
with religious development in the United States to adopt the limits pre- 
scribed by the denominational study. In this study of a religious move- 
ment which profoundly affected the country during the early years of the 
nineteenth century the author has written from the sectional rather than 
from the sectarian point of view. The subject, it is true, is one which 
demands this more extended treatment, not only for the reason that the 
effects of the revival were not restricted to any single denomination, but 
also because its characteristic emotional features were more pronounced 
in the west, where sectional consciousness had just then become acute. 

The local setting of the revival is pictured in an introductory chapter 
describing the social, economic, and religious conditions of the south- 
west in 1800. This is illustrated by four maps, showing the distribution 
of population, the location of the presbyteries, associations, and circuits, 
of Presbyterian, Baptist, and Methodist churches ; these maps would have 
been much more effective if all four had been projected upon a single 
plate. The three chapters which follow contain biographical sketches of 
revival leaders and a discussion of the phenomena and progress of the re- 
vival. These chapters are filled almost to repletion with contemporaneous 
accounts of the peculiar physical manifestations which characterized the 
early camp meetings, and are supplemented by appendixes giving more 
extended extracts from manuscript or from rare printed sources. A 
concluding chapter summarizes the results. The tangible effect upon 
church organization culminating as it did in the formation of two new 
religious denominations is carefully and accurately traced, but in esti- 
mating the psychological causes and results of the revival the treatise 
leaves something to be desired, and it may be questioned whether con- 
temporary opinion upon some of these points should have been accepted 
as final. 

The careful and discriminating bibliography although well classified 
is without critical comment, and in view of the fact that much of the 
material is unfamiliar to the average student of American history it 
would have been a convenience if its location had been indicated. By 
some oversight the Methodist conference journal which is frequently 
cited in the footnotes does not appear in the bibliography. The lack of 
either index or analytical table of contents will seriously hamper the 
student who may desire to use the book for reference. 

The author has rendered a very real service by bringing together in 
brief compass facts which hitherto could only be ascertained by laborious 
search through the various denominational histories, and by substanti- 
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ating these facts with lengthy citations from manuscript sources. The 
book will afford a convenient starting point for other studies of religious 
and social development in those portions of the west which were settled 
by migration from the states south of the Ohio river. The admirable 
detachment with which the emotional aspect of the revival is discussed 
and the complete absence of sectarian bias are features of the book much 
to be commended. As is stated in the brief introduction by Mr. William 
E. Dodd, "It is a truthful, conscientious, and accurate narrative pre- 
sented in quiet and dignified form. ' ' 

Martha L. Edwards 

Government of Michigan. By Claude S. Larzelere, instructor in history 
and civics, Central state normal school, Mount Pleasant, Michigan. 
[Supplement to Government: its origins, growth and form in the 
United States, by R. Lansing and G. M. Jones.] Chicago: Silver, 
Burdett, and company, 1916. 152 p. $.40) 
This little volume is made up of a ten-page sketch of Michigan history, 
all but one paragraph of which is confined to the period prior to state- 
hood, one hundred pages descriptive of the government, and forty pages 
of state constitution set in fine print. The dispute with Ohio over the 
southern boundary looms large in the historical sketch; one can see no 
apparent connection between this sketch and the account of the govern- 
ment. The latter has the traditional description of the frame work: 
counties, townships, villages, cities, executive, legislative, and judiciary 
departments, but additional chapters are devoted to the schools, the state 
educational system, taxation, roads, libraries, and military affairs. 

Suggestions at the end of each chapter are excellent in directing ob- 
servation to the government in actual operation and, if these are followed 
out, they will give the pupil much more information than he can get from 
the text. There is one map illustrating the boundary dispute. 

0. M. Dickerson 

Michigan historical collections. Volume xxxix, 1915, together with a 
list of subjects, authors, and illustrations, volumes 1 to 39, inclusive. 
(Lansing: Michigan Historical Commission, 1915. 601 p.) 
This volume testifies to the growing cooperation between the two gen- 
eral historical agencies of the state of Michigan, the Michigan historical 
commission, a state department which has just passed its third birthday 
and which now becomes the publisher of the collections, and the well- 
known Michigan pioneer and historical society which has previously 
supported the collections as its official publication. The spirit, indeed, 
of the first annual report of the commission, which is printed as the first 
item of this volume, is one of cooperation in the interest of Michigan 



